Understanding Our GraceSLO Relational Commitments
In explaining our use of “Relational Commitments” we have found the following parable to be helpful.
We hope you, too, find it helpful as you consider your commitment to GraceSLO. Our heart’s desire is that
you join with us in “celebrating, proclaiming and living the Gospel here on the Central Coast and
beyond.”
Two boys, John and Luke, lost their mother at a young age. When they were in their teens, their father was
reported to have died when his plane crashed into the ocean. The boys had no other relatives, so two
neighboring families took them in.
The Friendly family did all they could to make John feel welcome in their home. They gave him his own
bedroom, provided his meals, and encouraged him to join in family activities. Not wanting him to feel any
pressure, they did not explain to him any of the family expectations. Instead they hoped that he would
notice how their other children behaved and decide on his own to act the same way.
Not knowing exactly what was expected of him, John frequently disappointed the family by violating
unspoken expectations. Feeling judged and unconnected to the family, he became increasingly
independent. He came and went at any hour, played loud music, and spent long hours in his room with a
variety of girls. When Mr. Friendly finally tried to talk with him about his behavior, John said, “I’m not your
son, so you have no right to tell me how to live my life. I like having a bedroom and meals whenever I
decide to be here, but I’ll still do whatever seems right to me.”
Tensions continued to build, and finally Mr. Friendly asked John to leave. Fortunately for John, there was
another Friendly family in town, and they were happy to take him in. But there the cycle started all over
again.
John’s brother had an entirely different experience. Luke was taken in by the Loving family. They wanted
him to feel welcome, so they gave him a room, provided meals, and encouraged him to join in family
activities. But they also wanted to avoid misunderstandings and conflict. So shortly after Luke arrived, Mr.
Loving explained the family expectations to Luke, so he would know how to get along with the rest of the
family. He said, “Even though you are not my son, I will be glad to look out for you the best I can. But as
long as you are in my home, I also will expect you to behave as my other children do.”
Like any normal teenager, Luke sometimes didn’t meet the family expectations. When he did, Mr. Loving
sat down with him, pointed out what he’d done wrong, and held him accountable to the same
standards he had established for his other children. Luke sometimes resented this discipline, but he
eventually realized it was always done in love, and it kept him out of a lot of trouble.
After a few months, Mr. Loving approached Luke and said, “Since you are living here like part of the
family, we would like to make it official. If you feel this is where you’d like to stay, we’d like to adopt you
and make you our son.”
Luke gladly accepted and formally committed himself to the family. In doing so, he changed from being
an orphan who merely resided in the home to being a son who willingly accepted and enjoyed all of the
same responsibilities and privileges of his new brothers and sisters.
Suppose that John and Luke’s father is rescued from an island two years later. When he is reunited with his
sons and hears what has happened to them, which family will he thank the most? The Friendly family, who
were kind enough to give John a place to hang out, but could not bring themselves to give him any
boundaries? Or the Loving family, who welcomed Luke in, held him accountable to the same
expectations as the rest of the family, and invited him to be a son?
The answer is obvious. And there is a real Father who one day will evaluate the way we care for the
people who come into our church family. Therefore, we are glad to welcome people and give them a
place to worship, grow and serve. But being “friendly” is not good enough. We want to be loving, as God

defines loving (Heb. 12:5-6; 10:24). Therefore, we will encourage and expect everyone who attends our
church to live out the Biblical principles that are summarized in these Relational Commitments.
And when people have lived like part of our family for a while, we will encourage them to “make it
official.” Living like an orphan, with its illusion of independence and self-determination, may seem
appealing to some. But it cannot compare to the security, privileges, and sense of belonging that come
from joining a Biblical church and living as truly committed brothers and sisters in the family of God.

